LESSON OUTLINE

Introduction: Balanced Living 7
Wise And Foolish Builders 7
The Foundation — The Gospel 8
The Roof And Outside Walls — Major Teachings Of The Bible 9
The Inside Rooms — A Living Relationship With Jesus 9
All Three Part Are Important 10
The Danger From Neglecting The Gospel Foundation 10
The Danger From Neglecting The Bible & God’s Perspective Of Life 11
The Danger From Neglecting To Live With Jesus 12

A Balanced Study and Understanding Of The Bible Will Include: 13
Can We Trust The Bible? 13
Intelligent Designer 13
Fulfillment Of Prophecy 13
Personal Testimonies 14
What Is The Purpose Of The Bible 15

Poem — Born To Be Savior 16

255



THE GOSPEL FOUNDATION

1 In The Beginning: The Good News About The Bad News 17
Love And Freedom Go Together 17
Satan’s Lies 19
The Choice Of Adam And Eve 21
A Serious Game Of Hide And Seek 22
The Consequences Of Sin 23
Our Human Condition — The Bad News 27
The Good News About The Bad News 30
Song: | Am Loved 31
Poem — It’s OK To Disobey? 32

2 The Love Of God 33
A Simple Message — Jesus Love Me 33
Dimensions Of God’s Love 34
God Loves Us Because . . . 34
| Don’t Condemn You - You Are Free To Experience Love 35
An Expression Of Love; A Story Of Grace 38
Human Love Verses God’s Kind Of Love 39
Chart: Natural Human Love Vs. God’s Love 41
Our Understanding Of God’s Love Is Related To The Gospel 42
Chart Comparing The Gospel With The Distorted Ones 42
Love That Endures Or Grows Cold 45

Poem — Broken Dreams 46

256



3 Motivated By Fear Or Love 47

Fear Is Normal When There Is Danger 47
Security Prepares The Way For Maturity 48
When God Acts, Satan Reacts, But God Always Has A Plan 49
Satisfying Thirst With An Empty Cup 52
God’s Perfect Love Casts Out Fear 53
Chart — Two Plans For Meeting Our Needs And Overcoming Fear 54
If God’s Love Casts Out Fear, Why Are We To Fear The Lord? 55
Serving God With Reverence And Godly Fear 57
Peter’s Story — Moving From Fear To Love 58

Box - Definitions Of Phileo and Agape From Strong’s Concordance 62

4 The Gospel: Finding Security In Christ 63
How Can God Be Just When Saving Sinners 63
[llustration — What God’s Law Demands 64
Seeing The World From God’s Perspective 65
[llustration — The Two Adam’s 67
What Jesus Accomplished For The Whole Human Race 69
[llustration — In Christ We Died; In Christ We Obeyed 70
Qualified for Eternal Life 71
Why Will Anyone Be Lost? 72
What Difference Does It Make? 73
Being In Christ Involves Two Choices 74
Story llustration - Amazing Love, Amazing Grace 76

An Invitation From Jesus 77

257
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10 Jesus Receives Sinners: The Gospel According To His Enemies
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Living With Jesus

Misunderstanding The Mission

Eating With Levi And His Friends

Winning The Heart Of Zachaeus

Loving The Lost

Activity — Chart The Significant Events Of Your Life

The Forgiving Father, Repentant Sinner, And The Angry Brother

Experiencing The Abundant Life

Story Introduction — Letter From Jesus
Thriving Or Surviving

What Does The Abundant Life Look Like?
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The War Against The Flesh

Understanding Our Wretched Condition
Poem — Discover The Power

Living By Faith Or Believing A Lie
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Faith Always Leads To Action
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The Me-Attitudes
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Jealousy Leads To Unbelief

Thank You For The Trials
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Nicodemus Receives Time And Evidence

Blessings And Promises That Make Life Worth Living
Counting The Cost: A Call To Full Surrender
Responding To Threats And Abuse

Walking Away From Jesus

Surrendering To The One Who Loves Us: (From Steps To Christ)

The Work Of The Holy Spirit
Being Filled With The Holy Spirit
My Response

183
183
185
187
189
192
194
195
196

197
197
200
201
202
203
205
206
207
209
210
212

261



15

16

17

Celebrating New Life In Christ
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Why Was Jesus Baptized?

The Symbol Of Baptism

The Mission Of The Church
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Belonging To A Church For Ministry And Growth

A Parable: The Fixer-Upper

Growing Into Maturity

What Does A Spiritual Infant Look Like
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What Else Is Needed To Grow Into Maturity
Running The Race With Jesus

Illustration — The Hard Working Farmer
Finding Joy In Serving Others

A Thousand Ways To Provide
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